St. Anne Confirmation Retreat

Gold Box Activity
PURPOSE:  To illustrate the foundational concepts of the weekend that everyone has been created UNIQUELY in God’s image.  No two of us are alike and we need to celebrate that in ourselves and with each other.

ACTIVITY: On the first night of the retreat each individual will be invited to created their own unique GOLD box…There will be tables with Gold Boxes and art supplies to decorate them any way they choose.  

INSTRUCTION:  

· Decorate the boxes in anyway that best describes YOU (sports, nature, ocean, beauty, simplicity, artistic,)
· Once boxes are complete put them on the mantel of the fireplace with a bright sticky note with their name underneath the box

· Once everyone is completed their box, have them go around the room explaining why and how they decorated their box that describes them.

· Leader explain the purpose of the boxes

LEADER: 

“Take a close look at each others boxes… Each one is unique, no two are the same… THIS weekend is about appreciating how God has created you different that anyone else and calls you by name.  

Sometimes in life it is hard to appreciate our uniqueness or that we are unique at all. Have you ever wondered why you might be different than your friends or people at school?   I know I’ve had times throughout my life where I’ve thought, how come I think so differently or act so differently or see this so differently than people around me.
This weekend we are going to EXPLORE how God has created and gifted each one of us with special AND UNIQUE talents and strengths.  These talents are what make us the unique creatures God had called us to be…However, sometimes these talents are hard to see for ourselves and why we need the help of each other. 

So this weekend we are going to ask you to really look at each other, listen to each other and find an opportunity to write a note to each person here on something you see in them that is positive.  
For instance, you may hear something someone says or see something that someone does that is really great… Maybe they listened to you or they just have a wonderful smile!  The goal is to write one note to each person on this retreat…  It can be something from this weekend, it can be something from your confirmation classes (great sense of humor, etc…) but one note per box and everyone gets a note…

On Sunday you will be given the box to take home with you…. What’s the meaning of the box?  I still have one from 7 years ago that whenever I’m feeling sad, lonely, alone I open it and read these wonderful notes and it always puts a smile on my face.   This is the gift we want to leave you with on Sunday.  The gift of yourself, the gift of this group, the gift of this weekend!  “
Materials Included:

· Gold Boxes

· Art supplies

· Paper to lay down on table to put Boxes and supplies on

· Glue

· Scissors
· Note pads for notes
· Colored Sticky’s for mantel for names under boxes 

